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Kidblog Connects Education Majors With Young Writers
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- COVID-19 regulations have made it difficult for Cedarville education students to

gain teaching experience this year. That’s where Kidblog comes in.

Kidblog was developed by Sherri Washburn, who has taught second grade for 22 years at Akron
Elementary in Indianapolis. This program is fully online and provides a place for elementary students to
write homework assignments on the computer and receive feedback from their teachers and from
education majors. Washburn spent her first six years in education as a special education teacher. She
then transitioned to teaching elementary-age children.
For the last two years, Washburn assigned writing buddies to each student, someone she knew was safe
who would provide feedback and encouragement to the students. Dr. Kevin Jones, assistant professor
and dean of education at Cedarville, reached out to Washburn and connected her with Cedarville
education students who were willing to be writing buddies with her students.
About three years ago, Washburn started hearing other teachers talk about students' improved writing
performance using a computer rather than paper. This inspired Washburn to start a program where
students would receive online feedback about their writing from someone in addition to their teacher,
and Kidblog was born.
Washburn is in her third year of using the program in her classroom. “My students do better when
writing online than on paper,” said Washburn. “They love getting feedback on their ideas from an
adult.”
Her students write, and Cedarville students write back and encourage them. Washburn corrects any
spelling or punctuation errors, leaving Cedarville students free to simply offer encouragement to
students. “What I want for my students is a person that will recognize each child's specialness regardless
of their academic ability,” said Washburn. The second grade students then read their buddy’s comments
and send a written response.
“Throughout the course of the program, I have learned how to more effectively communicate with
younger kids in a way that makes them feel appreciated and heard,” said Andrew Reinhard, a junior
math and science middle education student at Cedarville. Cedarville students are encouraged to pray for
their students too.
Washburn has been heartened by Kidblog’s success. “I will honestly say that on those really hard days of
being a teacher, I reread the notes from my writing buddies and remember someone else cares for my
students’ education too,” she said.

Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community,
rigorous academic programs, including its Bachelor of Arts in Middle Childhood Education program,
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and high
student engagement ranking. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.
By Brianna Coffey

